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On X et Facebook, several informational maneuvers involving azerbaijani 

actors targeting France in the context of riots in New Caledonia  
 

Between May 15 and 16, 2024, VIGINUM detected on X and Facebook, the massive and coordinated 

dissemination of manifestly inaccurate or misleading content – photo or video montages - blaming 

France for its handling of the situation in New Caledonia in the context of the riots. 

Still ongoing, these maneuvers are structured through 

several dissemination phases.  

On May 15, 2024, VIGINUM first detected the publication 

of an initial visual showing, on one side, a man armed with 

a bolt rifle in firing position and, on the other, a dead 

Kanak protester. The photo montage reads, in French or 

English: "French police guilty of murder. The murders of 

Algerians continue...1”  This sentence is replicated 

identically in the publications supporting the visual, 

accompanied by the following hashtags: 

"#RecognizeNewCaledonia #EndFrenchColonialsm 

#FrenchColonialism #BoycottParis2024 #Paris2024".  

 

Posted on X from 12:21 p.m., this first maneuver relies on 

the use of the copy pasta technique by 1,686 users2, 

leading to 5,187 original messages and 179 reposts.  

 

On Facebook, VIGINUM was able to identify at least 

145 publications similar to those observed on X for a total of 80 users3 (see list in appendix).  

                                                        
1 This narrative may refer to the repression of the Algerian demonstrations of May 8, 1945 or October 17, 1961. 
2 Most of these accounts were created from August 2023 onwards. Third of the accounts identified in this maneuver were created in 2024 (up to 30 

accounts created per day). 
3 Like the users identified on X, some of the Facebook accounts have elements in their descriptions which suggest that they work for the Azerbaijani 

presidential party. Like the following accounts :  

www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100028319675326 

www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100084980182786 

www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=122123679890145914&set=a.122094648710145914 

TECHNICAL FACTSHEET 

The information presented below, may, where necessary, be 

disclosed to third parties.  

Screenshot of the @bafadarovistam account 



 

 

On X, several elements link these accounts to Azerbaijani actors, since at least 86 of them mention the 

presidential political party, Yeni Azərbaycan Partiyası (YAP), in their biographies. In addition, the account 

first-broadcaster of this visual @bafadarovislam4 seems to belong to an individual, Islam BAFADAROV, 

declaring himself as a YAP consultant5.  

 

Investigations carried out on Islam BAFADAROV lead back to the apollo[.]io6 website, which references 

several of his professional experiences and indicates the existence of a functional e-mail address for the 

Azerbaijani presidential party, "@yap.az". 

 

On May 16, 2024, VIGINUM detected the publication of a new video on X and Facebook7 (see appendix). 

This video features a montage of several scenes showing pro-independence demonstrators allegedly 

injured or killed by French police forces. The spread of this video in French and English was accompanied 

by the sentence "French police guilty of murder in New Caledonia" and the following hashtags: 

"#NouvelleCalédonie #RecognizeNewCaledonia #EndFrenchColonialism #FrenchColonialism 

#BoycottParis2024 #Paris2024".  

 

On May 16 at 6:00 pm, this new maneuver records 602 original posts on X issued by 301 unique users. 

112 of these users present elements linking them to YAP in their biographical information, and also 

indicate a location in Azerbaijan. Finally, 86 of these accounts were created between January and May 

2024. On Facebook, VIGINUM has so far been able to identify around ten similar publications in French.  

 

On X, the first-broadcaster of the second video is @ElmeddinBehbud8. Elmeddin BEHBUD9 is part of the 

Azerbaijani state agency « Council of State Support to NGOs », and has already been reported in several 

informational maneuvers involving Azerbaijani actors. 

 

In addition, several users also shared a video using the codes of the OLIMPIYA campaign, combining 

scenes of urban violence with images of sporting events, with the intention of targeting the organization 

of the JOP24.  Relayed by 78 accounts, this video has been published using hashtags observed during a 

campaign involving Azerbaijani actors in July 2023 "#Paris2024 #BoycottParis2024 #NoParis2024 

@eucopresident @CharlesMichel @vonderleyen @FranceBakou". 

 

Finally, several X accounts, already identified by VIGINUM during the OLIMPIYA campaign, are also 

taking part in the maneuver, such as @muxtarnag, @chloe46221792, @Lucie14770791 and 

@Sophia01721533610.  

                                                        
4 See x.com/bafadarovislam/status/1790688924282540269 
5https://az.linkedin.com/in/bafadarov?trk=public_profile_browsemap&original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Faz.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fbafadarov%3Ft

rk%3Dpublic_profile_browsemap 
6 www.apollo[.]io/people/Islam/Bafadarov/642aafe7dc36df00010b1f15#experience 
7 See twitter.com/HeyderovaG9871/status/1791134367252676925 et twitter.com/ulviyy_ali99/status/1791132684414038244 
8twitter.com/ElmeddinBehbud/status/1791093710836347057 

twitter.com/ElmeddinBehbud/status/1791094334982394276 
9 Technical references about the organisation: "State Support Council for Non-Governmental Organizations under the President" 

+994 12 493 17 80 ; office@cssn.gov.az ; cssn.gov.az 
10Voir x.com/muxtarnag/status/1790995204893274139 

x.com/chloe46221792/status/1790983470908338579 

x.com/chloe46221792/status/1790983627628515407 

x.com/Lucie14770791/status/1790983815743086614 

x.com/Lucie14770791/status/1790983952645181617 

x.com/Sophia017215336/status/1790984089979281478 

x.com/Sophia017215336/status/1790984230417174614 



 

 

ANNEXES : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publication examples for the second video on the May 16,  2024 

Publication examples relying on the New Caledonian context in order to target France 

and Olympics Games organisation 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of Facebook accounts involved in the May 15 maneuver; 

 

Below the non-exhaustive list of these Facebook accounts. 


